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CONCLUDING VOLUME VI OF HIS NOBEL PRIZE-WINNING MEMOIRS:

TRIUMPH
AND TRAGEDY

By SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL

The end of the war in Italy and Germany . .. The iron curtain

clangs down . .. Trouble in Trieste ... A-bomb and frustration

at Potsdam ... The lost election . .. Farewell from a ‘servant
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T 'I'[TLER’S Western Front had collapsed; Eisenhower was

across the Rhine and driving deepinte Germany and Central

Europe against an ensmy who in places resasted fiercely but

wag quite unable to sterm the onslaught of our triumphant

armics. On April 25 spearheads of the United States First Army

from Leipzig met the Russians on the Elbe. The German Army was
disintegearing before our eyes.

In epite of the victorious advance of Eiseohower™s armmies, Presi-
dent Troman found himself faced in the last half of April with a
formidable crisis. I had for some time past tded my wemost to im-
press the United States Government with the vast chenges which
were taking place both in the military and pohtical spheres. Our
Western armiss would soen be carried well beyand the boundaries of
OUr oCCUpation Zomes, a2 both the Western and Bastern Allied fronts
approached one another, penning the Germans between them,

I became convinced thar before we halred, or still more withdrew,
our troops we ought to seek a meeting with Stelin face to face and
make suce that an agreement was reached about the whole fronn It
would indeed be a disaster if we keptall our agresments in strict good
faith while the Soviers laid dm'-il-mnds upon all they eould get with-
out the slightest regard for thesbli=
gations (o which they had entered,

I 20 addressed myself o the new
President, His reply bowever car-
ried us little further. He propossd
that the Allied troeps should retdte
to their agreed zones in Germany
and Awustria 25 soon as the military
sitpation allowed,

The Fussians had ner been long
in Vienna before we got o foretaste
of what would happen in a zone of
Cheir occupation. They announced
that 2 Provisional Austrian Govern-
mernt had been formed, and they re-
fused to let our missions fy in. All
this made me fear thar they wers de-
liberately exploiting their arrival o
“peganise™ the country before we
got there. On April 3o 1 telegraphed
to Mr, Truman as follows:

*, + « Would you be willing to join

]

"R

THE END FOR BERLIN comes 55 Russinn soldiers hang flags
atop the Crundrigs of Victory statue on Brandenburg Gare, The
Eeds later tore down starue as g symbol of Prossian militarism.

me in sending Marshal Sralin a messsge in the following terms:

¢ _ . It has been ourvoderstanding that the treatment of Austria,
as of Germany, is a marter of common concern to the four Powers
who are 1o cccupy and conrrol these countrizs, We regard it as casen-
tial thet British, American, and French represenmatives should be
allowed to proceed et once to Vienna in order o repert on condizions
there hefore any final settlement iz reachad ™™

On May 3 President Truman replicd thar he enrirely agreed with
my telegram end was himself sending 2 protest to the Sovier Govern-
ment. Me. Truman concluded his message by ashing the Soviet Gov-
ernment to lot the Allied representatives fly 10 Vienne at onece.

These representations were guite ineffectual.

The Soviet menace, to my eyves, had already replaced the Mazi foe,
I could not rid my mind of the fear rhar the victorious armies of
dempcracy would soon disperse, and that the real and hardest test
seill lay before us.

Obvicusty the At aum st be 4 conference with Stalin, T cabled
the President:

1 think wie showld offer an invitation jontly or severally at the same
moment to $talin to meet ws at some agresd unshattered wwn in Ger-
many for a Triparrte Meeting. . .7

On June £ President Truman told
me Marshal Stalin was agresabl= to
4 meeting of what he called “the
Three" in Beclin abour July 15, I
replied atonee that I would gladly po
to Berlin with a British delegation,
bur I theught that Tuly 15, which
Truman had suggested, was much
oo late for the urgent questions de-
manding attention berween us, " Al-
though,' 1 cabled, *I am in the
midst of a hotly contested election
I would oot consider my tasks here
a5 comparable to & meering batwern
the three of us, If June 15 is noc
possible why not July 1, 2, or 37
Mir, Truman replied that after fll
consideration July 15 was the eacli-
est for him, and that errangements
were being made agcordingly, Sta-
lin did not wish to hastea the date,
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CHURCHILL'S MEMOIRS conrinuse

On June 4 I cabled to the President these words, which few
would new dispute:

“1 am =ute you understand the reason why [am gnxious for an
eatlier date, say the rd o gth [of July]. I view with profound mis-
givings the retreat of the American Army 1o our line of oocupaiion
in the central sector, thus beinging Soviet power into the hears of
Western Furope. . . . [ hoped that this rerreat, if it has o be made,
would be accompanied by the sertlement of many great chings
which would be the true foundation of world peace, . . .7

On June 12 the President replied o my message of [une 4,

He said that the tripartts agresment about the oceupation of
Germany, approved by President Roesevelr made it impossible 10
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'FATEFLIL MILESTONE'

By May 8, Tg4 the Western Allies had reached the
line shown by the dotted Blue border above. Previ-
Qus ETEEMENTS OR POSCWAT OCCUDALon Bers, how-
ever, called for them o vetrest 1o the solid blue line.
Chuechill wanted (o hoaor those agreements but nat
wnil the Fossdam mesting, Troman Insisted en mev-
ing back before Porsdam, and on July ¢ the troops re-
med to the eecuparion zonet. This was, Sir Win-
ston now weites, ‘0 fareful milestone for mankind "

3

delay 1he withdrawal of American troops from the Saviet Zone in
arder 1o press the settlement of other problems.

This scruck & knell in my breasy, Bur I had no choice bur to
subrmit,

1t must pot be pverleoked char President Truman had noc heen
concerned or consuled in the ariginal fixing of the zones. The case
ag presented to him so seon after his accission Do power Was
wherher or not 1o depart from and in a sense repudiare the policy
of the American and Britsh Governments agreed uander his illus-
trivus predecessor. He was, T have no doubt, supported in his
action by his advisers, militery and civil. His responsibility ac this
point was limited 1o deciding whether cireumstances had changed
g0 funcamentally that an entirely different procedure should be

adepred, with the likelihood of having to [ace accusaticns of =

bresch of faith, Those who are anly wise after the event should
hald their peace.

LEAMING successes marked the end of our campaigns in

G the Mediterranean. The leng, obstinate, and unexpected

German resistance onall frontshad made usand the Amer-

icans very short of artillery ammunition, and our hard ¢EpEricnoos

of winter campsigning in Italy had forced us te posiponsa genec-
al offensive tll the spring

In the evening of April g, after a day of massed air atracks and
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artillery bombardment, the Eighth Ariny attacked across the river
Senio, By the 14th there was good news all along the Eighth Army
front, That serme day the Fifth Army began the centre attack, After
a week of hard fishring they broke out from the mountains and
struck north, The right fank of the Asmy joined the left of the
Eighth, Trapped behind them were many thousand Germans, cut
off from retreat, pouring into prisoners’ cages or being marched 10
the rear. The offensive was a fine example of concerted land and air
cffort, wherein the full strength of the strategicsl and tactical air
forces played its part.

We crossed the Po on a broad front at the heels of the cnemy.
Iralian Partisans had long hargssed the enemy in the mountzine
and their back areas, On April 25 the signal was given for a gen-
erzl rising, and they made widespread artacks. In many cities and
rowne, notably Milan and Venice, they seized control. Surrenders
in Morth-West Traly became wholesale,

Twa plenipotentiaties were brought to Alexander’s headguar-
e=rs. On April 29 they signed the instrument of uneonditional sur-
render in the presence of British, American, and Bussisn officess.

For Mussclini also the #nd had come. Accompanied by a band-
ful of supporters he amached himself to 2 small Germen convoy
heading towards the Swiss fronter, But the little party was

DEATH FOR A COLLABORATOR

Peace come slowly to Dtely, Hers, three monthe after the fall of
Rome, [mhars deown Donace Carretts, whe bad run o prison
witder Mazis. His corpse was then strung on the prison walls.

stopped by Partisan patrols. On Communist instructions the Duce
and his mistress, Signorina Petacci, were shot, Their hodies, to-
gerher with others, were sent to Milan énd strung up on meat-
hooks in a perrol station. Such was the fate of the Imlian dictzror,
Mearly 2 million Crermens surrendered as prisoners of war. Thus
ended our twenty months’ campaign in [taly, The principal rask of
out arimies had heen zdmirably fulfilled. In Awgust of 1644 no fawr-
er than fifty-five German divizions were deployed along the Medi-
terrancan fronts, Mor was this all, Qur forees rounded off theirtask
bw devouring the larger army they had been ordered 1o “contain.”™
There have been few campeigns with a finer culmination,

Sir Victor Maller, British Minister to Sweden. He reporesd

that ar 11 p.m. on April 24 he and his American colleague, Mr,
Herschel Johngon, had been asked to meet Cournt Bersadotte, who
had an urgent mission. Bernadotte told them that Himmler had
asked to meet him and they had mét the previous evening. Himm-
ler said ther Hitler was 3o desperately ill that he might be dead al-
ready, and it any ease would be sowithin the neze fow days, He then
asked if the Sweadish Government would arrange for im to meet
General Eisenbower and capitulate oo the whole Westem Front,

IN the zarly hours of April 24 a telegram arrived in Lendon from
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Both Ministers remoarked that Himmler™s refisal to surrender on
the Eastern Front locked like a Jast attempt vo make trouble berween
the Wesrern Allies and Russia. Obviously the Nazs would have to
surrender to all the Allies simultaneousky,

In view of our expericnee of Russian suspicions over “Cioss-
word,™™ 1 think it well 10 record our ettitude in detail.

That cvening I telephoned the Presidenr, and then dictated the
following note for the nexr meeting of the Cabiner:

T spoke (o President Truman at B.10 pm, He knew oothing of
what had happensd at Stockholm. except that when T asked to speak
to him he inguired what it was about, and T rold him about the im-
portant message from Stockbolm. . . . T also told him that we were
convinced the surrender should
be unconditional and simultsne-

poison. The bodiss were burnt in the courtyard, and Hitler's funeral
pyre, with the din of the Russian guns growing ever louder, made 2
lurid end to the Third Reich.

The leaders whe were left held 3 fingl conference. Last-minute at-
tempts were made 10 negoriste with the Russians, but Zhukov de-
manded unconditional sucrender, That evening a telegram reached
Admiral Karl Doenitz a2t his beadguarters in Halstein: *. . . The
Fuehrer appoints vou, Herr Grand Admiral, as his successor, - . o
You will immediately take sl such measures as the situation re-
guires.” BorMANH.

General Admiral Hang Geerg voo Friedeburg, Doenitz’s emis-
sary, went o Eisenhower's headquarters a1 Rheims, where he was
joined by Celone] General Alfred
Jedl om May 6, The instrument

ous o the three major Powers.
He cxpressed soong agreement
wich this. H

Here is the text of my covering
message to Sralin:

*. .. There can be no ques-
tinm, as far as His Majesty’s Gov-
ernmentis concerned, ofanything
less than unconditional surrender
simultaneously to the three ma-
jor Powers. We consider Himim-
ler should be told thar German
forces, either as individusls or
io umits, should everywhere sur-
render themnselves 1o the Allied
troops of representatives oo the
spor, Undl this happens the ac-
tack of the Allies upen them on
all sides amd io all theatres where
resistance continues will be pros-
ecuted with the utmest vigour,”

His reply was the most cordial
messape [haveever had from him.

.. I consider your proposal
to present Himmler 4 demand foz
unconditional surremder on all
fronts, including the Soviet fronc,
the only correct one. Knowing
you, I had no doubt that you
would act in this way. [ beg wou
to et in the sense of wour propos-
al, and the Red Army will main-
fain jts pressure on Berlin io the
interests of pur commen ¢ause,”

T answered:

“] am extremely pleased to
know thar you had ne doubt how
T womld act, and abways will act,
towards your glorious cowniry
and yourself. Bridsh and T am
gure Ametican acton oo this mat-
ter will go forward on the lines
you approve, and we sll three will
continually keep each ather fully

RUSSIANS TAKE BERLIN

When the Russians poured rte Berlin, the occupation naturally
led to some misunderscanding. Above: 3 Russian soldier tries (o
wrest a bieyele from the determined grasp of 8 German girl; ke
claimed he had paid for ir, with mables. Below: a Soviee GI has
tome trovble fathoming the workings of 2 German power STatioon,

of total, uncondidonal surrendsr
was signed by Lientenant-Gen-
eral Bedell Smith and General
Jodl, with French snd Russian
officers as witnesses, at 2. 41 a.m.
on May 7, T]:u::r.fry all hostilities
ceased at midnighe on May 8.

In the heur of overwhelming
victory 1 was caly oo well aware
of the dificulties aod perils that
lay ahead, but here st least there
could be a bricf moment for re-
joicing. The President sent me 4
telegrarn of congramulation and
warmly recorded his govern-
ment’s appreciation of cur con-
tribution 10 Vistory.

I replied:

“Your message is cherished by
the Brirish narion, and will be re-
garded a5 if it were a battle hon-
our by all His Majesty’s Armed
Forces, of all the races in all the
lands. . . .

“Ler me tell you what General
Eiseohower has meant o us. In
him we¢ have bad a man who set
the unity of the Allied Armies
abeve all nationalistic theughts.
In his headquarters unity and
steategy were the only reigning
gpirits, . . . At no time has the
principle of alliance berween no-
ble races been carvied and main-
maincd at so high a pitch, In the
name of the British Empire end
Commenwealth T express to yon
our admiration of the firm, far-
sighted, and lluminating charac-
ter and qualities of General of
the Army Eisenbower, . ."

When in these tumultuous days
of rejoicing I was asked 10 speak
o the nation I had borne the chief

o e

informed.”

The Russian troops were now
fighting in the streets of Berlin. In the early hours of April 29 Hitler
made his will. Of the personalities of his regime only Goehbels 2nd
Bormann ramained with him to the end. The following day he lunched
quictly with his suite, and at the end of the meal shook hands with
these present and rerived to his private room. A¢ half-past three a
shot was heard, and members of his personal stafl entered the room
to find him lying on the sofa with a revelver by his side. He had shot
himnself through the mouth, Eva Braun, whom be bad macried se-
cretly during these last days, lay dead beside him, She had taken

*Described in Lisg's previeus instalment, When the Germars made sarlizz
avertures for pesce negotiationt, the Russians imgultingly charged that the
Wesrern Allies were surreptitionsly making & SCparae peace.

an

responsibility in our Islnd for
almost exactly five vears, Yet it
may well be there were few whose hearts were moze heavily burdened
with anxiety than mine. After reviewing the varied tale of our for-
tunes [ struck a sombre note which may be recorded here.

“] wish," I said, *I could tell you to-night that all our toils and
troubles were over. But, on the contrary, I must warn you, as I did
when [ began this five years' task—and no one knew then that it
would last so long—that there is srill a ot to do. - . .

“There wonld be lirle vse in punishing the Hirlerites for their
crimes if law and justce did not rule, and if totalitarian or police
Governments were to take the place of the German invaders, We seck
nothing for ourselves, But we must make sure that those canses which
we fought for find recognition at the peace table in facts as well
as words, and above all we must laboue 1o ensure that the World

SEHTIMUED O PASE W8




s

THE JOY OF VICTORY sent East End Loadoners swarmiing into the
streets to dance and sing sround mammoth bonfires built frem the rubble
of the war that had ended ar last, Britain’s happiness, Sir Winston writes,

CHURCHILL'S MEMOIRS cominvio

Organisation which the Tnited Nations are creating at San Francisco
does not become an idle name. ...

"T 10]d you hard things at the beginning of these last five years; you
did mot shrink, and I should be unworthy of your confidence and
generosity if T did not stll ery: Forward, unflinching, unswerving,
indomitable, 1l the whele trsk is dene and the whale world is safe
and clean.™

As if to comphasize Prime Minister Churchill’s somber WAITLNE,
there oocureed an iecident on the Continent which momentarsily
threatened to disropt the pease so newly won, Thers it another
aspect of the Incident which is revealing to Americant especially;
that is the manner in which it was handled by she new President

Teuman.

-% 1t ocourred in Trieste. This had long been a sore spor, as teday’s
. beadhnes still attest, Here Sir Winstor describes the beginnings of

Trieste's tronbles,

As the Grerman armies in Italy retzeated Tiro's forces had pushed
rapidly into Iralian territory in the north-cast. They hoped to seize
the lands whick they claimed in this ares, and in particular to captuTe
Trieste hefore the Anglo-American troops arrived, Both the Ameri-
cans and ourgelves were not only derermined te prevent any frontiers
being setsled in this manner before the Peace Treaty, but also in-
tended to secure Trieste, with its splendid porr, as the sssential sup-
ply point for furire occupation zones in Austria, We were clear on
these issucs, and General Alexander, who had visited Tito at Bel-
grade in February, was sccordingly authorised to take the steps nec-
essaTy to secure the positon.

Even before the sustender of the Gerran armies I had raised the
question of Trisste with President Truman, He agreed there was 0o
need to ask the Russiens beforchand while operations were going on.
Before entering Venezia Giulia Alexander would explsin his inten-
rions eo Tite and make it clear that any Yugoslev forces in the arca
must come under our command,

Alexander told me on May 1 that he expected troops of the Eighth
Avmy 1o reach Trieste within the next twenty-four hours. AL the
same time he telegraphed to Tito informing him of his plans.,

was even greater than that of her allies. Tt was, be says, the greatest out-
buzst of joy in the history of mankind, . . . Weary and worn, impoverizhed
bur undzunted and now triumphant, we bad 8 moment that was sublime,”

Ta me he reported:

*Tita’s regular forces are now fighting in Trieste, and have slready
oceupicd most of Istria, I am guite certain that he will not withdras
his troops if otdered to do so unless the Russians tell him to.

“If I am ordersd by the Cambined Chicfs of Staff to cocupy the
whole of Vemezia Giulia by force if aecessazy, we shall certeinly be
comrmitted to & fight with the Voposlay Arow®

Tito’s troops had in fact entered Trieste on April 3o, It was not
until the afternoon of the following day that the Yugoslaw forces made
contact with the advance-puard of the 2nd New Zealand Division just
west of Monfalcone,

On May 5 Alexander telegraphed:

“Tito . . . now finds himself in & much strenger military positios
than he foresaw when I was in Belgrade, and wants to cash in on iL
‘Then he hoped to step into Treste when finally 1 stepped out, Now
e wants 1o be inselled there and ooly allow me user’s tight,

“We st bear in mind that since our meering he bas been o
Moscow.™

A weels later there arrved from President Truman a most welcome
and strong message. He said he was becoming incremsingly con-
cerned at Tito’s actions in Venezxin Giuliz. We must now decide, said
the President, whether to uphold the furdamental principles of ter-
ritorial sertlement by orderly process against force, intimidation, or
hlackmail, We should insist, be urged, on Field-Marshal Alexander
obtaining complete and exclusive control of Trieste and Pola, the line
of communication through Gorizia and Maonfalcone, and of 2 big
enough area to the east toenisure proper administration. Mr, Truman
said we should be prepared to consider any necessary steps 1o effect
Tite's withdrawal,

He suggested inforrming Stalin of ouwr plans in sccordance with the
Yalta agreement and concluded a3 followws: “If we stand frm on chis
issue we can hope to avedd a host of other similar encroachmencs.”™

I need nat say how relieved 1 was to receive this invaluable support
from my new companion, In a message to Eden, who wasin 5an Fran-
ciscoe at the rime, [ called it “one of the most far-sighted, surefooted,
and resolure telegrams which it hes ever been my fortene to read.”

T hastenied 1o el the good news o Alezander.

“. ., You must indeed rejoice at the prospecrs of 0 much help
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sy beinggiven by ourgrear Allics and by the new President. This action
if pursued with firmness neay well prevent a renewal of the Woald
War. I recognise of course thae it affects every thegere, and s, 1
am sure, does President Truman.”

[ soswesed the President:

“T agree with every word you say. . . . Ifthe sitoardon is handled
firmly before our strength is dispersed Europs may be saved from
anether blood-batk. . ..

T trust that a standstill order can be given on the movements of
the American armies and Air Forces from Europe [tothe Fer East],
ar any tare for a few weeks, We will also conform in our demobi-
lisation, Even if this standstill order should become Enown it
would do nothing but good. . . "

It seems probable that & somewhat violent 1oternal reaction at
Washingron followed the new President's bold telegram ra mue, The
grgument “Don’t let us get tisd up in Europe™ had always been
formidable. There was alzoar this time the desire o Gnish off Japan
by concentrating all avellable and suitable forces in the Far East,
This was supported by the powerful school which had from the be-
ginning set the Far East before Burape. My sugEestion of a “srand-
still™ or a “standfase™ order seems to have maised this issue abrupt-

ar e s ik

HEADED FOR TROUBLE

Advanee guard toops of the Brivsh Eighth Army roll into
Trizste, whers Tito's forces had arrived just ahesd of them. The
situation soan got 5o tense cthar fighting was narrowly averted,

Iy in the President's circle, At any rate, his replies seemed couched
in ¢ somewhar different mood to that expressed in his elegram
ghout Trieste.

On May 14 he declared that we should awair reports sbout our
messages to Belgrade beforedeciding what forces tonse if our troops
wereattacked, Twodays later ke declared be was unableand unwill-
ing to involve his country in 8 war with the Yogosiavs unless t|:|_e':,.I
attsckedus, inwhich casewewouldbe justified inusing Allied troops
to throw them back far enough to stop any further aggression.

Meanwhile the Jocal situation around Trieste sharpened, Yugo-
slav posts and senrrics were restricring our movements. Our men
were obliged 1o look on withour power e intervene at actions
which offended their sense of justice, and felt that they were con-
doning wrong-doing. “As a result,” cabled Alexander, *'feel-
ing against Yugoslavia i3 now strong, and s getting stronger, Tris
now certain that any solution by which we shared an area with
Yugoslav troops or Partsans or permitted Yugoslay adminsstra-
tion to function would not work.™ y

On May 19 I replied to the President.

“. .. Tito's answer has arrived, and is completely negarive. We
clearly cannot leave matters in this state, and immediate action
will now be necessary, Otherwise we shall merely appear to have
been hiuffing. and will in fact be bluffed oot. . . "

On May 21 Mr. Truman said he agreed we could mot leave matters
astheywere. Weshould reject Titn *s answerand reinforce sur tracps
at onsesethat the Yugoslavs should havene doubts abowt our inten-
uons. He propesed that Eisenhower and Alexander should make
a show of force by land and air, and time it to coincide with our
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L
rejection of Tito's demands. He ended his telegram with & revesl-
ing sentence: “I must not have any avoidable interference with
the redeployment of American forces to the Pacific.”

Licutenant-General Morgan, Alexsnder’s Chief of Staff, even-
tually agresd with the Yugoslavs upon a lire of demarcation around
Trieste.

Ioside this zone there was an unessy truce. And the sitgagon was
w0t made easier by the stipuladens of the Tralian peace treary, which
divided most of the Triesre area into two zoaes: A, under Anglo-
American influences, and B, under Yugoday influence. The conflicring
Tralian and Yuposlay claims on Zone A gre the cawse of Toesw’s
moubles today, eight yeors after fts liberation from the Mazis,

As the dme for another Big Three meeting drew near, préparations
far the Potsdam Conference becamie slightly complicated. This was
because neither Marshal Sealin nor Prime Minister Churchill bad met
the pew American President,

I hoped that President Truman would come through Londen
co the way, Within three days of the German surrender T cabled
the Fresident:

Y1f vou will entertain the idea of coming over here in the early
days of July, His Majesty will send you the most cordis] invitation
and you will have a great reception from the British nation, ..,
Thereafter we might move tothe rendezvons fixed in Germany, . . .
Mr, President, in thess next two months the gravest marters in the
world will be decided. May I add that T have detived a great fecling
of confidence from the correspondence we have interchanged, , .7

He replied that he and [ ought to go to the meeting separately 0
as to avoid any suspicion of “ganging up.” When the Conference
ended, he hoped to visit England it his duries in Americs permitted.

Then on May 22 he cabled that he had asked Mr. Joseph E.
Ddavies to come to s2e me before the triple conference, about a
number of matters he preferred ndg 1o handle by cable.

Mr., Davics had been the Ameri#n Ambassador in Russia be-
fore the war, and was known to be dfiost symipatheric to the rézime.
He had in fact written a book on his mission to Moscow which was
produced also as 8 film which scemed in many ways to palliate the
Soviet eystem. | of course made ininediate arrangements to receive
him, and he spent the night of the 26th at Chequezs, I had & very
long telk with kien. The crox of what he had 1o propose wes that
the President should meet Stalin first somewhere in Europe before
e saw me. T was indeed esconizhed at this suggeston. For the Pres-
ident to by-pass Great Britain and meet the head of the Sowviet
State alone would have been an attempt to reach a single-handed
understanding with Russia on the main issues upen which we end
the Americans were united. T would not agree in any circumstances
tewhat seemed to be an affront, however unintentional, to our
coontry after i faithful service in the cause of frecdom from the
Sirst day of the war,

In arder that there should be no misconceprion [ drafied a for-
mal minute, The President received this note in akindly and under-
standing spirit. T was very glad to learn that 2]l was well and that
thejusticeofour view wasaotunreccgnised by ourcherished friends.

HILE all this was passing, I was plunged into the mr-

mail of the Genersl Election. The war-time Parliament

had lasted pearly ten yeers, or double the narmal span.

With all the new snd grave issues pressing upon me, I carnestly
desired that the natienal cosradeship and unity should be pre-
served till the Japanese war was ended. Was this too much to ask
of 2 parion we had notserved il1? Te certainly =eemed to be in accord
with the national interest. But only a friendly sgreement berwesn
the two parties would render it possible, Naturally I hoped the
power would be aceorded to me to try o make the serdlement in
Europe, to cnd the Japaness war, and to bring the soldiers home.
This was not hecause it seemed less plegsant to live & privame life
than to conduct grear affairs. At this time I was very tired and
physically so feeble thet 1 bad to be carried wpstairs in & chair,
Still, T had the world position as s whole in my mind, and I deemed
myself to possess knowledge, influencs, and even authetity, which
might be of serviee. T therefore saw it ry duty to try, and st the
sarme titme as my right. I could not believe this would be denied me.
I had = lomg talk with Clement Amlee [Cealiton Depury Prime
Minister and leader of the Opposition], in which I urged mest
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strongly that we should postpone an election in some way or other
1ill the end of the Japanese war. He too was not locking at the issue
from a narrow party point of view, and listened with much appar-
ent sympethy to the appeal which T made. T certainly had the jm-
pression when he left chat he would do his best 1o keep us together,
ind 5o reported to my colleagues. However, the tide of party feel-
ing proved mo SIOOE.

Mr, Arttlee rejected my propossl for the condnuation of the
Coslition, Accordingly oo June 15 Parlisment was dissolved. Ten
days were to elapse before the nomination of candidates, and ten

FIRST MENTION OF JRON CURTAIN'

Eefore the Porsdam meeting, Prime Minister Churchill szot off a
message to President Truman which contained the first mention
of his pow-Tamoeus iron curtain phrsss, "0Of all the public docu-
ments | have written on this fssue,” he says, “T would rather be
judged by this." -

“T am profoundly concerned about the European simation. . . .
The newspapers are full of the grear movemenes of the American
armies out of Europe. Our ermies also are, undss previous ar-
rangements, likely to undergo a marked reduction. . ., Anvone
an ses that in & very short space of fime our armed power on the
Continent will have vanished, excepe for moderate forcea v hold
down Germany. Meanwhile what is to happen sbout Fussia? [
have always worked for friendship with Russia, bur, like vou, I
fee] desp anxiety because of their misinterpretatdon of the Yaltz
decisions, their arurude towards Poland, their overwhelming in-
fluence in the Balkans excepring Grecoe, the difficulties they make
about Visnna, the combination of Russian pewer end the territo-
ries under their conrrel of occupied, coupled with the Communist
technique in so many other counrries, and above all their power
0 maintain very large armies In the fleld for a long tme. Whar will
be the position o a year or two, when the British and American
artmies have melted and the French has oot yet been formed on
any majer scale, when we may have a handful of divisions, mostly
French, and when Fussia may choose to keep owo or three hun-
dred on active service? x

“An trom curtain is drawn down wpon thelr fromt. We do not
know what 15 geing oo behind. There seems lintle doube that the
whele of the regions cast of the line Litheck-Trieste-Corfu, will
soon be complerely in theic bands, To this must be added the far-
ther enormeuws area conquered by the American armies herwesn
Eisenach and the Elbe, which will, T suppose, in a fow weeks be
cocupied, when the Americans retreat, by the Russian power. . . .

“Meanwhile the aotention of our pesples will be ocoupied in
inflicting severities upon Germany, which s ruined and pros-
trate, and it would be open t the Russians in a very shont time
o advance if they chose to the waters of the North Sea and the
Atlantic,

“Eurely it s vilal sow o oome o an undersanding with Rus-
48, or see whers we are with her, before we weaken our armies
moctally or retire to the zenes of occuparion. . . . Thit Bsue of
a sattlement with Russia before our strenpth hes gone seems to
me to dwarf all athers,™

more before polling day, July 5. Every arrangement had been made
on strictly equal terms abourt bringing candidates home from the
fromz, gbour uniforms and petrel rations, end not the slightest re-
proach was ever levelled ar those who held the executive power.
Cwing to the fact that the soldiers” vates must come home e be
counted, a further twenty-one days had 1o elapse between the poll-
ing in the United Fingdom and the counting of votes and declara-
tion of results, This final act was fved for July 26. In severzl Con-
timental councrics, when it was known thar the ballot-hoxes would
be in charge of the British Government for three weeks, astenish-
ment was expressed that there could be any doubt about the result.
However, in pur country these macters are treated exactly as if
they were a cricket martch, or other sporting event. Long may it
50 continue. )

On July 6 I sent Halifax a cable on details about which the Presi-
dent and his colleagues might be glad to be informed [before the
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CHANGING OF THE CUARD AT POTSDAM

In their first meering (feft], Churchill and Traman
shake hands bofore the Potsdam Conference opens,
In the middle of the conference Clement Adtlee

becarne the new Prime Minister, &t right, Tru-
man's ‘gresting goes to Arlee as he and new For-
gign Minister Ernest Bevin take over at Posdam.

CHURCHILL'S MEMOIRS eenminuee

Potsdam Conference], He replied next day with
the following telegram, which shows how well he
understocd the Washington view.

“The President had already left for Porsdam
when your telegram reached me. Your message
will be relayed to him on board ship.

"] judge that Americen tactics with the Rus-
sians will be mo display at the sutser confidence in
Russizn willingness to co-operate. I should alsa
expect the Americans in dealing with us o be
more responsive to argurnents based upon the
danger of economic chaos in Buropean countries
than to the balder pleas sbour the risks of ex-
treme Left Governments ot of the spread of Com-
munism. They showed some signs of nervousness
in my pormayal of Eurape {whatever the facts] 23
the scene of 2 clash of ideas in which the Sovier
and Western influences are likely to be hostile and
conflicting, At the back of their minds there are
still lingering suspicions that we went to back
Right Wing Governments or monarchiss for theit
own sake, This does oot in the least mean thar
they will be unwilling to stand op with us against
the Rissizns when necessary, But they are likely
to pick their eccasions with care, and aze half ex-
p:c[j,ns to Pla:(, or at any EAT: TO rcprcsent them-
selves as playing, 2 modersting rile between our-
selves and the Russians,”

A few years later it was Britain and Western
Europes who wers urged in many quarters to play
the *moderating rile™ betwesn the 11.5.4. and the
17.5.58.1, Such are the antics of fortune,

I was resolved to have a week of sunghine o
myself between the General Election and the Con-
feremce, On July 7, twe days after pelling day, 1
flew to Bordeaox with Mrs. Churchill and Mary,
and found myself apreeably inmsmlled near the
Spanith fronrier at Hendaye, with lovely bathing
and beautfial surroundings. T did not need ra pre-
pare myself for the Conference, for 1 carried so
much of it in my bead, and was happy to cast it
off, if anly for these few fleetng days. The Presi-
dent was at sea in the United Srares crioiser Aa-
pusta, the same ship which had carned Foosevel
to our Atlantic meering in 1941, On the 15th 1
motores through the forests to the Bordeaux air-
field, and my Skymasesr took me to Berlin,

RESTDENT Trumaw arrived in Berlin the

same day as I did. T called on him on the

morning after our arrival, and was im-
pressed with his gay, precise, sparkling manoer
and abvious power of decision.

On July 18 [ lunched with the President,
and we touched on many topics. I spoke of the
melanchaly position of Grear Britain, who had
gpent more than half her foreign investments for
the common cause when we were gll elope, and
now emetged from the war with a great external
delsr of three thousand million pounds, He fol-
lowed this attentively and with sympathy, and de-
clared that the United States owed Great Britain
a0 immense debt for having held the fore ar the
beginning, "*If you had gone down like France,™
he said, Ywe might be fighring the Germans om
the American coast at the present time. This jus-
tifies us in regarding these marters as ghove the
purely finamcial plane.”

We were interrupted by his officers reminding
him that he must now smart off to see Marshal
Stalin, He was good enough to say thar this had
been the most enjovable luncheon he bad had for
many years, and how earnestly he hoped the rela-
rions I had had with President Roosevelt would be
continued betwreen him and me, He invited per-
sonzl friendship and comradeship and used many
expressions at intervals in our discuzsion which [
could not easily hear onmoved, 1 felt that here
was a man of cxceprional character and ability,
with an outloek exactly along the lines of Anglo-
American relations as they hed developed, simple
snd direcr methods of speach, and & prear deal of
self-confidence and reselution.

AT night, July 18, I dined with Sralin.

I We were glone except for Birse and Favloy
[their interpreters], We conversed agree-

gbly from half=past eight in the evening to half-
st one next morning without reaching any cru-
cial topic. My host seemed Indeed to be physi-
cally rather oppressed, but his easy frisndliness
wis most agresable, About the British election, he
szid thar all his information from Cemmumnist and
other sources confirmed his belief thar I should be
rerurned by a majority of shouteighty. He thought
the Labour Party would obtain between zzo and
230503, | did not attempt to prophesy, but T said
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I s mot sure how the soldiers had vored. He said that che Army
preferred a strong Government and would therefore vete for Con-
servatives, [T seemed plain that he hoped that his contacts with me
and Eden would not be broken,

He asked why the King was not coming te Berlin, and I said it
was because his visik would complicats our security preblems. He
then affirmed that no country needed a monarchy so much a5 Great
Eritain, because the Crown was the unifying force througheut the
Empire, 2nd no one who was a friend of Britain would do anything
to weaken the respect shown to the Monarchy,

Stalin said that in all the countries liberated by the Bed Army
the Russian policy was to see a strong, independent Stare, He was
againat Sovietisation of any of those coumtries. They weuld bave
ree elections, and all except Fascist parmies would participane,

I then sand how anmous people were about Russie’s intentions,
I drew a line from the Morth Cape m Albzniz, and named the

IN HITLER'S SEAT

At the time of the Powsdem Conference Churchill toured Beclin
and Hitler's ruimed e raid shelier and even tried out the Late
Fitheer’s personal chair, Recalling the towr ser Churchill oo dhink-
ing abput bew Hider's suicide hed daliversd him from the Mien-
berg trials, "The moral principles of medem avilisaton,” Sie
Winston writes, “secm (0 prescribe that the leaders of 4 nation
defeared in war shall be pat te death by the victors, This will cer-
mainly stir them to fight to the bitter end in any foture wer, . ..
Tt Is the masses of the people . . . whe pay the additional cost.
The Fomans followed the opposite principle, and their conguests
were due almosr a8 much to their clemency & o thaie prowess.”

cepitals cast of thet line which were in Bussian hands. It looked =g
if Bussin were rolling on westwards. Sualin said he bad no such
intention. On the contrary, he was withdrawing troops from the
West. Two million men would be demobilised and sent hoome
within the next four months, Further demobilisation was only a
question of sufficient railway transport.

In reply to my guestioning, he explained the working of Col-
lective and Stmte farms. We spresd that both in Kussia and
Britain there was oo fear of unemployment. He saad that Russie
was ready o ik abour rrade with Britzin, [ said thar the best
publicity for Sovier Russia abroad would be the happiness and
well-being of her people. Stalin spoke of the continuity of 5o-
viet palicy. If amvthing were to happen 1o him there would be
good men ready 1o step into his shoes. He was thinking thirty
wears ahead. .

On July 17 world-shaking news arrived. Tn the afternoon Stim-
som called at my zbode and laid before me asheet of paper on which
was written, “Babies ssrsfactonly born™ It means,” he said,
“that the experiment in the Mexican deserr has come off. The
atormic bomb is a realivy,™

The President invited me to confer wiath him forthwith, LUp to
thiz moment we had sbaped our idess towards an assault upon the
homeland of Japan by terrifie air bombing and by the invasion of
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L
very lurge srmacs. To conguer the CORLITY yard by yard might well
require the loss of @ million American bves and half that number
of British, Mow all this nightmare pierure had vanished.

There never wis o moment’s diseussion as to whether the sromic
kemb should be used or not. Britsh consent in principle 1o the
use of the weapon had been given on July 4, before the test had
taken place, The final decision now lay in the main with Tresidem
Truman, who had the weapon: hut Inever doubted what it srould
be, nor have I ever doubted singe that he was zight.

A more intricate guestion was what to tell Stalin, The Mresident

AUTOCGRAPH FROM STALINM

At the banguer at Churchill®s Pomsdam residence—
temporatily called to Downisg Sreeee—Churchill's
menw wis being passed around for signamres whals
Sulin was crcling the whle gerting his own auto-
graph calleetion. When the mesw reached Stalin he
serawled his name disgemally across Alexander's and
plmost across thar of Truman, whe had insceibed
to Churchill: “To one of the world's preat men.™

and T no longer felt thar we needed his uid w conguer Japan.
Sralin’s barpmining povwer, which he bad used with such effect upon
the Americans at Yelta, was therefore gone. Stll, be had been 2
magnificent =lly in the war against Hiter, and we eth telt that he
must be informed of the great New Fact which now dominated
the scene, but oot of any particulars. How should this news be tm-
parted to him? Should it be in writing or by word of mouthe Should
it be at a formal and special meering, or in the course of our daily
copfarences, or after one of them? The conclusion which the Presi-
dent came to was the 1ast of these alternatives. 1 think,"” he said,
1 hadd best just t2ll him after one of our mestings that we have an
entirely novel form of bomb, something guite our of the ardinary,
which we think will hawe decisive effects upon the Japanese will 1o
coomtinue the war,” [ ageeed 1o this procedure.

Aecordingly, o Tuly 24, after our plensry meering had ended
and we all got up from the round table and stood about i twos and
threes before dispersing, I saw the President go up o Stalin, and
the twa conversed alone with only their interpregers. [ was perbaps
five yards away, and 1 wetched with the closest sttention the mo-
menous talk. I ean see it all ss if i were vesterday. Sealin seemed
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CHURCHILL'S MEMOIRS cowrimuss

to he delighted. A new bomb! Of extraordinary power! Probably
decisive on the whele Japanese warl What a bit of luckl This was
iy impression at the mement, and I was sure that he had no idea
of the significance of what he was being told. As we were waiting for
our cars [ found myself near Truman. “How did & gor™ T asked,
“‘He never ssked a question,” he replied. [ was certain therefore
that at that dat= Sralin had no special knowledge of the vast process
of research upen which the United Staves and Britain had been en-
greed for so long. This was the end of the story so far as the Podan
Conference was concerned. No further reference o the marer was
made by ar to the Sovier delegation.

When the Conference met for its second session at five o'clock on
the afterneon of Tuly 18 [ at once raised another mateer which, though
outside the agenda, was of immedizte importance. At Teheran it had
been very difficutr for the Press w ger near the meeting-place, and at
¥alea it had been impossible, But now, immediately outside the dele-
gation area, there were a hundred and eighty journalists prowling
arontnd in a staté of furious indignation. Stalin ssked whe bad let
them in, 1 explained chat they were not within the delegation area,
bt mostly in Betlin, The Conference could only do its work in guier
and secrecy, which must be protected at all eosts, and I offered to see
the Press-men myself and explaio why they had 10 be excluded and
why nothing could be divalged watil the Conference ended. 1 hoped
that Mr. Trumen would see them oo,

Stalin irritably 2sked what all the journalists waneed, and Mr. Tru-
man s21d thet cach of us had his ewn representative 1o stand between
him and the Press. We had agreed to exclude them snd matters
should be lefras they were, I submitted to the mejority, but I thought
and srill think that a public explanazion would have been better.

It fell to me 1o give the final banguet on the night of the 23rd. T
planned this on a large scale, inviting the chief commanders as well
s the delegares. T had anather very friendly till with Statm, who
was in the best of tempers. He spoke with enthusiasm about the
Russian intecvention sgainst Japao, and seemed to expest a good
many months of war, which Bussia would wage on an ever-increas-
ing scale, governed ooly by the Trans-Siberian Ratlway.

Then & very odd thing heppened. My formidable goest got up
from his seat with the bill-of-fare card & his hand and went round
the table collecting the signamres of many of those who were present.
I mever thought to see him as an auwgraph hunter] When he came
Back to me [ wrote my name a: he desited, and we both leoked at
each other and laughed. Stalin’s eves twinkled with mirth and good-
humour. T have mentioned before how the toasts at these banguers
were always dounk by the Soviet representatives oot of tny glasses,
and Stalin had never varied from this practice. But now I thoughr T
would take him on a step. So I Glled a smatl-zsized clarer plass with
brandy far him and another for mysclf, T looked ar him significantly,
We both deained our glasses at 2 stroke and gazed approvingly at
one another,

Frustration was the fate of this Anal Conference of *fthe Three."
I mke no responsibility bevond whar is here set forth for any of che

conclusions reached at Potsdam. During the course of the Confer-
ence I allowed differences thar conld net headjusted either round the
table ar by the Foreign Ministers at their daily meetings o stand
aver. A formidable body of questions on which there was disagree-
ment was in consequencs piled upon the shelves, | intended, if' 1
were refiirned by the elecrorare, a5 was generally expected, 10 come
ti grips with the Sovier Government on this catalogue of decisions,
All this negotation was cut in twain and brought to an ontimely con-
clusion by the result of the General Election. To say this is non e
klame the Ministers of the new Government, who were forced to go
over without sny setions prepatation, and who natoraily were unac-
quainted with the ideas and plans [ had in view, namely, to have a
“chow-dewn™ ar the end of the Conference

me af Wortholr, and we all dined quiely togecher. The latest view

of the Conservative Central Office was that we should retain a
subsrantisl majority. On the whole T aocepred the view of the party
managers, and went o bed in the belief thar the Berish people would
wish me to continue my work, Thus slhamber. Hewever, jost befors
dawn [ wake suddenly wich asharp stab ofalmost physical pain, A hith-
erto subconscious conviction that we were bearen broke forthand dom-
inated my mind., Allthe pressure of great events, on and against which
I had mentally so long mainmined my “flying speed,” would cease
and I should fa1l, The power to shape the future would be denied me.
The knowledze and experience [ had gathered, the authority and
goodwill [ bad gained in so maey coaneeies, would vanish. 1 was dis-
contented at the prospest, and murnecsover ar once to sleep again, I
did not wake tll nine o'clock. The first results had begun e come in,
They weroe, as [ now expected, unfavourable. By noon it was clear
that the Socialists would have 2 majority, At luncheon my wife said
o e, “IT may well be a blessing in disguise.” I replied, At the
mement it seems quits effectively disguised.”

Ar seven o'clock, having asked for an audience, I drove to the Pal-
ace, tendered my resigoneton w the King, and advised His Majesoy
to send for Mr, Artlee,

1 issued 1o the nation the fallowing message, with which this ac-
¢ount may close: !

“The decision of the British people hes been recerded i the votes
conrred to-day. T have therefore laid down the charge which was
placed upon me in dacker times, T regret char 1 have not heen permit-
ted to finish the work agzinst Japan. For this however all plans and
preparations have been made, and the results may come much guick-
o1 than we heve hitherto been entitled 10 expect. Immense responsi-
biliries abroad and ar home fall upon the new Government, and we
must all hope thar they will be successful in besring them.

“Tronly remains for me toexpress tothe Britsh people, for whom [
have acted in these perilous vears, my profound gratitude for the un-
flinching, woswerving support which they have given me during my
1.5.5&'., and for the MRy :xpn:sxiurn of kindness which lhu:;’ have
shown towards their servant,™

Finis

I FLEW houe with Mary on the efternoon of July 25, My wife met

... BUT THE 'SERVANT' RETURNED

To the literary woeld Winscon Churchill’s re-
tirerrent (oo office acmally has been a “bless-
ing in disguise,”” For during (he 515 vears he was
our of office e wrore the grearest personal his-
tory of modern times. His memoirs of World
War 11, of which this iz the soith and last val-
ume, have sold some six million copies, They
have been translated intoe twelve langusges, m-
cluding Portuguoese, Japasese and Turkish, and
have heen published and serislized in more than
42 counrries, In the 175, they have appeared in
LiFE over a peried of five and & half vears, and
upen their book publicadon by Houghion M-
lin Co. every volume has been 2 best seller. The
memodrs’ greatest honor came last month when
they were awarded the Nobel Prize in Literanure,

All this success is the more remarkable since
part of the memaolrs was wrinten whils Chorch-
ill waz malking a triumphant comeback w the
office of Prime Minister. Recently at a Consery-
ative Party meeting he was confidently sume
mung up (el the progeess of his adminisora-
rion. He ended on 2 pore thar has illuminaed
his purpose during all the vears when he was—
in his own word—che “'servant™ of the Briddh
Empire, amd indeed of the free world, He con-
rinues to serve, he seid, “not becamse ef love
for power or office. T have had an ample feast
of boah. . . . It §s because T have the feeling
that I may through things that happened have
an mfluence on what I carc abour above all
elze—rhe tuilding of a sure and lasting peace.”
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