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EDITORIALS

Li

HE THAN A GIT

S-‘.‘ll‘ﬂElh:il:lH of the hest engendered ],|} the ori-
gis over Trisste in normalls peo-American Jtalv
iz refizcted in the carogns of Gievanni Gua-
resehi, Thiz gifted cartoonist, equally gifted
&5 & writey, is hesl known in the U5, as the
authoe ol the bestseller, The Litue Wodd of
Do Comitlo, Inside Italy he iz regarded as the
most adrait and effective jqurnd.]igiin:. foe of
the lelisn Communists, Againgt them he has
waged a devastating campaign of ridicole in
ihe columne of the sarireal weakly Condide of
chich he iz chief cartoonist ss well s edi-

o in ehiel. Like so many Traliane, Guarveschi

ha= never ceascd oo regard Tito as a Comun-
nist and he remaine skeprical of the Yugo.
slav dictie’s conversion te the West He
gces Tito detervmined to reverse 115, policy
toward Ttaly {adpae), And he iz sfraid that
the Yugeslaw dictstor hes bamboozled hoth
the UL5. and Britain into believing that he
his yielded while in reality he vemains in the
driver's seat [befon).
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A few days ago a Lire correspondent in [taly
had a mesting with o ]:amjj_ug Iralian econo-
mist to discuss economic questions, They
dizcussed the slump in cotten textiles. the
boom in natoral gas and in scooters, the
genernl prosperity, the poveriy of the soath,
the liberalization of trade, ete. ete. Afier
an fwour or 8o somebody mentioned Trieste.
and in a moment it became clear that all the
previous talk wae academic, For evervthing
(lEpzm‘l.-l on Tril:-gl_t.

To the average American this seetns en.
tirelr et of proportion. What does Trieste
amount e, anvway? Are there not many
mpre zerious probleme for Europe and even
for Ttaly irs=elf® Nevertheless the essnomist
eaplained quite calmly that the whole of the
Italian ecenomy was "in suspension™ pend-
ing 8 "Trieste sertlement.” And indeed the
whole fumre of Italv. This became clearer
when the ecomomist remarked that he had
Fought for Triests in his youth, and one of
his brothers lay buried in Redipuglia ceme.
tery on the hillside above Trieste.

Une thing was more inportant to the eeon-
omiat than all the halance shests of all the

‘husinesses of lnaly—Tricste. And what i=

true of him is rue of millions of Daliaos, old
and young, rich and poor, the heads of vast
industries, the bearers of famows names.

There is—unfortunately for the course
ol International understanding—no analogy
to Trieste in American life or history,

More thun the flag itself, Trieste is the
svmbol of the integrity of ltalian nation-
hood, It was the Orst thing Ttaly fought or
—and won—aler haring become a nation.

Intsgrity: that’s a big word but it is per
haps the best word @0 summarize both the
problems and the aspirationd of the Jtmlian
people, By inegrity is meant a national
unify that transcends party polities: by in-
tegrity is meant self-respect and the decent
regpect of others. Only as that tnlegritr is
achigved is there hope of eztablizhing at
last an enduring democratic system in Italv.

What, in faet, are the chances of [talv
hecoming o stable democracy? That, from
the American point of viewe, is the most im-
poTtant question. And the ansver, in 2 word,
i= that the chances are excellent.

The elections last June were disappoint-
ing. The “democratic center”™ governs Ttaly
todar. Communises and their leftwing So-
cialist stonges got 35.8% of the vote, How
could =0 many Italians vote Communist?
Much haz been written on this subject, in-
cluding the fact that meost of the Ttalians
who vote Communist do go for the same
teasan that tens of millions of E{tﬁ]_i.s.hman
and Frenchmen and Germans and Scandi-
navizns vote Socfaliat, But the bipgest sin-
gle fact is thatin ltaly the Commminists con-
trol the big lebor union federation.

But despite the awiul incubus of Com-
munizm, censider [taly's racard from 1945
on, [n 1847 the Communists were thrown
out of the government. From 1947 on, Ttaly

has had a sishle povernment and, almgat
equally remarkable, a stable currency.

In 1945 Ttaly was an appalling mess—vast
physical destruction plos soclal disorganiza-
tign after years of fascism and war. Lire
readers will remember pictures of children
scarching in garbege dumps for a bit o ent.

What bas happened since? The country
has besn largely reconstructed. The Ttalian
eoonamy i today moere praductive than ever
before in Ttaly's history. Al the great cities
are: bustling with traffie and {rade. And this
vear Dialian farmers have gnnreeimd neardy
all the wheat Italinns need, thus winning
the "Battle of the Grain™ which Mussolini
for all his vears of hombagt never wan.

While all thiz was being dowe. democratic
processes have been maintained in full vigoe,
Indesd the De Casperi government i= now
eriticized for having been “too demorratic™
towards Communists. Land reform snd so-
cial welfare have gone forward: again the
democratie conter can be eriticized for hay-
ing heen 100 ewerping in land reforme, too
Usotielistic” in sncial wellure.

Irn itz foreipn poliey, the republic of Ialy
hae been, of all the countries in Europe, gne
of the most loyolly pre-Ameriean or “pro-
West."” They have done their partin rearma.
ment ang defense—with Neples the "home
pert” ol the LS. Mediterrancan flest. And
Lialy has consistently acted [or the econin.
ic unity of Eurcpe and freer trade. Indeed,
ag.\in. the democrabic cenler 18 now criti-
cizned dor having been “too good™ @ neighbor,

Much yet remainz 1o be done. Tialien
leaders are eager 1o get on with constrie-
tive tnaks: more tax reform, more slimules
to profitable emplovment, less restriction-
iz and. abave all, a T v{g\q:nu_l. CANT-
paign againat Communism in all its deceilful
guiees, All this ran be done if a stable govs
eroment based on & bread demncratic con-
sensus can be continued even lor a fow
vears. 1f 20 the chances are excellent that
the republic of Iraly will live on for decades
a5 & mation of free men under law,

This is the integrity for which [iolians
sETIvE. X
But no democratic prime minister and no
democratic government can fare an Ialian
parliament or the lalian eleciorate empty-
hended in the matter of Trieste. It i3 noc a
quastion simply of this or that party; faith
in democracy itsell will be severely shaken
il defnoeracy eannot give to the Ttalians a
eense of national integrity.

The 1.5 has promised 1o restore tn Traly
the administratien of Zone A which includes
the city of Trieste. It s a promise which
recognizes the essential Nalian character of
Trieste while leaving the way opén for nego
tintions on varions other dreansements. It

- iz a promise well worth keeping, not only
hecause 11 ie inherently right but also be--

cauze it could be the inspiration for even
greater efforts to muke a better Italy—and &
hetter, stronger, democratic Euwrope.




